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Look out! Young gun coming through. Beau Beaton (Pictured) of Coffs Harbour, has put the Australian
domestic racing scene on notice with multiple podium finishes and titles across several classes
throughout 2009. His goal is to one day compete in the World Superbike Championships. Continued Page 9...
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SAVE 4c Per Litre Off Fuel!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Subscribe to northernrider.com.au for 4 Issues
& SAVE 4 Cents per litre on your Fuel from selected outlets!
WIN Prizes! Enjoy the Benefits...

WIN PRIZES!!!
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WIN a 3 Day Pass To The Phillip Island Round of the SUPERBIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
4 X General Admission 3 Day Passes To Be Given Away - Conditions Apply - See Page 2 for Details

Letter from the Editor...
A big welcome to Volume 2 - Issue 1, of
northernrider.com.au. What was only an
idea 8 months ago now sees us into our
3rd publication and running on track. I
trust you all had a Merry Christmas and
celebrated the New Year well. I’d like to
take this opportunity to wish all of you a
Happy and Prosperous New Year.
We have some Winners in our Subscriber
competition - see page 3. Thanks to those
who believe in what we are doing and
showing your solid support. It is very encouraging. I said last Issue that we will
need to start charging a small fee soon to
help with production. You can really help us
to increase our circulation by subscribing
for 4 Issues for a modest fee of $55.00.
Why subscribe? This way you can be guaranteed to get your own copy sent to you
each quarter, plus you get a great Aussie
made t-shirt, win prizes and get access to
some really great discounts and savings.
You will see in this issue that we are trying
very hard for you and I am pleased to announce we now have 3 Service Stations
trialling 4 Cents Off per Litre by simply mentioning northernrider.com.au. For this
quarter only, everybody (not just subscribers) can access this promotion. Give it a go
and save yourself some $$$. Don’t be shy.
This goes for promotions and discounts
provided by our advertisers. Throughout
this issue you will see many discounts that
you can simply access by mentioning their
advertisements. Again, please don’t be shy
and support local business. They will only
continue to make these offers if they get
relevant feedback and remember, you can
Editor: Nicholas Kostyn
email: editor@northernrider.com.au
classifieds@northernrider.com.au
www.northernrider.com.au
Tel:
+ 61 2 6624 7888
Publisher:
BLACK DOG Publishing
PO Box 651 BYRON BAY NSW 2481
ABN: 287 524 926 29
NORTHERN

RIDER is produced quarterly by BLACK DOG
Publishing. Some of the views expressed in NORTHERN RIDER are
not necessarily those of the Publisher. Whilst all possible care is
taken, the information contained herein is believed to be correct at
time of printing and may vary due to circumstances beyond the
Publisher’s control. All Advertisements (including supply of Artwork)
are the responsibility of the Advertiser & excludes the Publisher of any
liability regarding accuracy of information or any transactions resulting
from such. No Artwork or Articles may be reproduced without the
express permission in writing from BLACK DOG Publishing.

literally save yourself 100’s of $$$.
With each issue, we get a little more
growth, colour and flavour as we get a little
further around our beautiful region. Due to
the large area, it may take a while for me to
get to you. Please be patient and if you
want to participate by way of advertising,
subscription or contribute an article, be proactive and drop us a line. If you have some
info you’d like to share, feel welcome to
send it in.
Also in this issue you will see we have been
able to expand and develop one of our Mud
Maps as we get more accommodation,
pubs and eateries on board. Hopefully, the
information contained can help you plan a
really great couple of days if you are passing through our region, or if you are local,
find some new activities and venues to try
out. It’s all good!
A couple of upcoming dates you should
look out for are;
Jan 23-25
Feb 26-28
April 3-4

Island Classic
Phillip Island
Suberbike World C’ship
Phillip Island
Barry Sheene Memorial
Eastern Creek

I’m sure there’s a shitload more I’d like to
say but I’ve been told I rabbit on a bit. So
bye for now, see you around the traps,
enjoy the read, use the mag (savings) and
most of all, have a safe & happy start to the
New Year.
Cheers & Ride Safely,
Editor

WIN

es
3 Day GA PaDss
ROUND

AN
TO THE PHILLIP ISL
OF THE
CHAMPIONSHIP
SUBERBIKE WORLD
ISLAND
FEB 26-28 PHILLIP
First 4 to Subscribe
TO ENTER: Be one of the
for $55.00
to northernrider.com.au
by email
Winners will be notified
Conditions Apply
er.com.au
Email: editor@northernrid
Years of Age

In This Issue…
Jan-Feb-Mar 2010
Letter from the Editor
Letter to Editor
Richmond Highway Patrol
Saturday Market Guide

page 2
page 5
page 6
page 6

Feature
Beau Beaton

page 8-9

Test Ride
Can Am Spyder

page10-11

Byron 2 The Island
Quinn 600 Supersport
NRMA On A Bike?
Road Report
Why Join A Club?

page 12
page 13
Page 13
page 14
page 15

New Release
BMW S 1000 RR

page 16

Mud Map # 1
Hey Ho, Let’s Go (Drags)

page 17
page 18

Test Ride
BMW GS 650 F

page 20

The Devil Wears Prado
What’s in a Delivery Charge
Girl On A Road Trip
Sunday Market Guides
On Any Sunday
HOG Tassie Rally 2009
Retrospect
Northern Rider Classifieds
Bikes In A Bar?

page 22
page 24-25
page 26-27
page 27
page 28
page 28
page 29
page 30-31
page 32

Entrants must be over 18

DESMOHEADQUARTERS
DUCATI MOTORCYCLES, SERVICE & APPARELL
7 BANKSIA DRIVE - BYRON BAY
NSW 2481 - AUSTRALIA
(ARTS & INDUSTRIAL ESTATE)

PH/FAX - 612 6685 6316
MOBILE - 0447-DUCATI
desmohq@nor.com.au
Dealer Licence No. 20733

Page 2 - northernrider.com.au - Jan/Feb/Mar 2010

BOOK YOUR TEST RIDE TODAY...

Welcome To The Best Back Yard You Can Possibly Imagine...
WINNERS!!!
Congratulations to the Winners of our
first 2010 Subscription Competition:
1st Prize:
$500 Cash

Glen Fewster
Nimbin

2nd Prize:

Josh Gorton
Drake

3rd Prize:

Warwick Lake
Alstonville

Thanks to Lismore Toy Kingdom for
supplying quality 2nd & 3rd prizes. Also,
thanks from northernrider.com.au to all
those who participated.

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN…
All YOU need to do is SUBSCRIBE to
northernrider.com.au for 4 Issues, for
YOUR chance to win some great prizes
in our quarterly draw. Visit our website
today to download a Subscription Form
or send us an email to;
editor@northernrider.com.au
GOOD LUCK...

Feed Of The ‘Month’...

Name:
Location:

Chicken Burger
Railway Friendly Bar

Price:
Access:

$ 13.00
7 Days Per Week

Rating/Value:



Byron Bay

Welcome to the best back yard a motorcyclist could ever possibly imagine. One that
has 1000s of km’s of winding & twisting bends, corners and turns, ever-changing
surfaces and variable conditions. That is set in the most picturesque and scenic of
landscapes in the country. From sea level to the mountains, beaches to rainforests
and the most colourful & diverse communities in Australia, we welcome you. The area
pictured in this map is all accessible within a days ride of each location, with Brisbane
2 hrs to the North and Sydney roughly 6 hrs to the South. Whichever direction you are
coming from, we hope you have a great time - Ride Safely, Ride Well...

Railway Friendly Bar
Great Food - Good Times

Live Entertainment 7 Nights A Week

02 6685 7662
BYRON BAY
Northern NSW
Mural By Jimmy Willing © 2009
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LIVE MUSIC - World Famous Markets + Other Fabulous Events...
To find Out What’s On, Visit Our Website...
Sunday 10th January:
Sunday 24th January:
Tuesday 26th January:

Sunday 14th February:

The Channon Craft Markets (Coronation Park)
LIVE MUSIC - THE CHANNON FOLK CLUB @ 3pm
(Celebrating Australian Music)
Annual Australia Day Cricket Match (Coronation Park) All welcome - including Children
9am Start - 3pm Tavern Live Music & FREE SAUSAGE SIZZLE
The Channon Craft Markets (Coronation Park)
Valentines Day Dinner Special - Main & Dessert $30 with complimentary drink
(Conditions apply)

Sunday 28th February:

LIVE MUSIC - THE CHANNON FOLK CLUB @ 3pm

Sunday 14th March:
Sunday 28th February:

The Channon Craft Markets (Coronation Park)
LIVE MUSIC - THE CHANNON FOLK CLUB @ 3pm

Friday 2nd April

OPEN GOOD FRIDAY 12 Noon—10pm

NIGHTCAP BRASSERIE

Lunch 7 days: Mon-Fri 12 till 2pm, Weekends 12 till 2.30pm
Dinner: Thursday and Saturday 6pm till 8pm, Friday 6pm till 8.30pm, Sunday 5.30pm-7.30pm.

FULL TAB FACILITIES - SKY CHANNEL - BOTTLESHOP - ATM
Group Bookings, Clubs, Parties, Functions Welcome...
Ph: 02 6688 6165
21 Channon Road, The Channon, NSW 2480
Email: email: thechannontavern@bigpond.com - or visit www.thechannontavern.com.au
Check
This Out!!!

*Northern Rider MEAL Deal: TIGER & T-Bone...
Mention this Ad when you or your group purchase a juicy T-bone Steak, served w Salad & Chips
ONLY $20 & Receive a FREE STUBBIE of TIGER BEER, Glass of House Wine or Soft Drink.
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Letters to the Editor...
Radio (88.9), Paradise FM, Bay FM and the
Local ABC.
Until Next Year, Stay Upright,
Santa - North Pole...
A Special Thank You...
On behalf of the Vietnam Veteran’s MC, I
would like to express our appreciation
for publishing the delightful letter in
your last edition from Dave about his
positive experience on our Inaugural
Poker Run 2009.
The planning for the event went for several
months so it was very heartening to hear
that a good time was had by all. Proceeds
from the day went to Legacy and as veterans, it is always our pleasure to support
such a worthy cause. We’d also like to add
a special thank you to all the riders who
turned up on the day, had fun and made
our Poker Run a great success. Hope to
see you all again toward the end of the year
for the next Poker Run.

A Big Thank You...
Dear Editor,
WOW! What a spectacle the 2009 “North
Coast Motorcycle Toy Run” was. The
blistering hot summer’s day was just the
tonic for the 316 bikes & riders that
turned up to take part in this great annual event. Even before 8am dozens of
motorcycle enthusiasts were assembled
at the Ballina Seagulls Rugby League
car park.
From then on it was a steady stream of
arrivals who took part in breakfast and
walking around admiring bikes of all make
and vintage. A huge crowd of spectators,
with family, came along to both admire the
bikes and see the arrival of “Santa”. Right
on queue I arrived at 9am with a sack full of
goodies for young and old. I was very impressed with all the youngsters – they were
so polite and assured me that they were
very well behaved throughout the year
which meant I would be able to visit each
and every one of them on Christmas Eve. I
must say one older gentleman was not very
happy with me at all – he told me he had
been waiting 47 years for the bicycle he
had asked for and as yet I had not delivered. I gave him a big hug and promised to
visit this year.
A group of my helpers did the rounds and
collected lots of money for the 2LM/ZZZ
Children’s Charity. The huge raffle for
prizes donated by Seaside Motorcycles,

Secretary - Vietnam Veteran’s MC
Northern NSW Chapter
Keep Up The Good Work...
Dear Editor,
City Bikeworx, Ongmac Motorcycle Centre,
Lismore Motorcycles and Ballina Motorcycles was very enthusiastically supported
knowing the money was going to a great
cause (clause! - ed.). Santa and the organisers thank these business people very
much for their generous support.
The Toy Run itself, to Lismore, was led by
the local Police and I in Gary Crane’s
Harley Trike & Tours Trike was a sight to
behold and riders can be congratulated for
conducting themselves so well. The general
public was fantastic and courteously allowed the run to proceed unhindered
through intersections, roundabouts and
traffic lights – well done to all.

Thanks for giving me a copy of northernrider.com.au last Friday. It’s a very good
publication with lots of useful information for
bike riders (like me - I have a BMW 650cc).
It also promotes the local area very well.
Well done and best wishes.
Don Page MP
Member for Ballina

Others who supported the run and need
thanks are 2LM/ZZZ, Reliance Petroleum
(BP), Lions Clubs from Ballina and City of
Lismore, Traffic Control Services, Bunning's
Lismore and the following media for helping
promote the event, northernrider.com.au
Quarterly Magazine, The Northern Star and
The Echo Newspapers, Richmond Valley

THE CHANNON STORE

Fuel & Gas
Take Away Food
Newsagency
Post Office
Bottle Shop
Laundry

VxÄxuÜtà|Çz DCD lxtÜá

Shop Hours:
Mon - Sat: 7.00am - 7.00pm
Sundays: 8.00am - 6.00pm

Phone: 02 6688 6240

PROUD SPONSORS OF THE QUINN RACING 600 SUPERSPORT TEAM

Mention northernrider.com.au & Receive 4 CENTS OFF PER LITRE !!!
(Limit 50 Litres per transaction - Offer Valid Until 31st March 2010)
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Out on the Range - Richmond Highway Patrol...
you’re not feeling right. Five minutes on
the side of the road may be nothing compared to hours if not days in hospital.

Before I get into statistics, I thought
I’d relay an incident (war story) that
happened a few days ago. I attended
another bike accident and as we were
travelling out to the scene, we passed
the Ambulance heading back into
town. The message we received was
that the accident involved a car and a
bike, injuries unknown.
At the scene we were confronted with a
bike on its’ stand and a car still blocking
part of the road. We were told that the
rider had been taken to hospital with
minor cuts and abrasions. I had a look at
the bike and the car. I found that the left
hand side of the bike had been severely
damaged, the mag cover had been
ripped off with oil pouring out. My first
thought was, he’s got to have more than
cuts and abrasions. I was concerned
about the state of his left leg. As it turned
out his leg was fine… How?, I’m still
trying to work that out. When I did finally
talk to the rider and he gave his version
of the event, it reminded me of a saying I
heard not that long ago, ‘AFTER LUNCH
DRUNK’.

As promised, here is a quick run down of
our fatal/injury crashes for the year to
November. Not a pleasant topic, but it’s
one we deal with and try to keep to a
minimum (understated). Our fatal
crashes for 2009 stands at 14. At the
same time last year we were up 2 to 16.
Our total injury/fatal crashes for the year
ending October is 287. Our total recorded crashes for the year is 864.
These figures include both motorbike
and cars.
We have several operations on over the
coming months targeting both cars and
bikes. Also, it’s coming up to our busiest
time of the year with the traffic on our
roads increasing substantially. So, if
you’re out riding take care and have
those extra breaks if you’re feeling uneasy about being on the bike. But most
of all I hope you all had a safe Christmas
and Happy New Year.
Cheers…

Saturday Markets:
1st Saturday of the Month:
Brunswick Heads Markets
Memorial Park

2nd Saturday of the Month
Tintenbar Markets
Tintenbar Oval

3rd Saturday of the Month
Mullumbimby Markets
Museum Stuart Street

4th Saturday of the Month
Evans Head Markets
Recreation Reserve

5th Saturday of the Month
The Channon Tavern Markets
On The Lawn (12 Noon - 6pm)

Last Saturday of the Month
Yowie Country Markets
Woodenbong (3rd Sat in Dec Only)

David Connolly
Senior Constable
Richmond Highway Patrol

This doesn’t include alcohol. This accident happened after work, but the theory
is the same. We get complacent and
lethargic after a feed or a long day at the
office. You feel as though you shouldn’t
be riding or you need to take a break.
Unfortunately sometimes it’s too late and
you are off into the bushes or worse, an
oncoming car. I guess the message I’m
trying to portray here is; take that break if

Want to include your favourite
Sunday Markets here, please email:

editor@northern-rider.com.au

Photo: Nicholas Kostyn © 2009

Need A Battery

For Your Motorcycle ?
Mention This Advertisement & Receive 10% Off !!!

Call In For A FREE Alternator & Battery Test
Lismore - Ballina - Casino - Byron & Surrounding Areas
Lismore: 6622 3000 - Ballina: 6686 0600 - Casino: 6662 8720
Mobile: 0417 205 345
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START RIDING, STOP DREAMING…
2010 Models Now Available
Contact Wayne or Ken for Your *Rideaway Price Today...

SPORTSTER - 883 Iron

FXDWG - DYNA Wide Glide

FLHTK - ELECTRA GLIDE Ultra

FLSTFB - FAT BOY Lo

Check In Store for Complete Range of Genuine Harley Davidson
2010 Accessories and Apparel …

Mention This Ad & Receive
10% DISCOUNT OFF Parts & Accessories
IN HOUSE FINANCE & INSURANCE
*Rideaway Price Includes ALL Dealer Delivery Charges plus On Road Costs

SEASIDE
Harley Davidson Motorcycles
Check out our online showroom today - www.seaside.com.au

21 Kerr St (Pacific Hwy) Ballina - 02 6686 3022

Live Your Dream...
Dealer Licence No. 19208
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Rider Profile - Beau Beaton...
By Richelle Grant
North Coast V-Twins
Beau Beaton has been riding motorcycles since the age of three, but only recently started competing in race meetings after completing his trade. He has
attracted plenty of attention in his first
year of racing with his natural ability,
hard charging style and accelerated
achievements.
In November 2008, Beau rode Australia’s
prestigious Phillip Island circuit on a 2003
999S Ducati. Racing against much higher
powered machines at this Phillip Island
meeting, he finished 2nd in the Victorian ‘D’
Grade Superbike Championship and won
the final race in the F1 BEARS Championship. This was his first road race meeting
and here the journey began to establish him
as a serious competitor on the national road
racing circuit.
Beau’s next event was February 2009 at
Eastern Creek, NSW. Beau had his first
ride of the North Coast V-Twins Race
Team’s new Ducati 1198S in the opening
round of the Formula Extreme, NSW Cup
and National F1 BEARS Race Series. He
exceeded all expectations and made the
other riders and teams sit up and take notice of ‘this rookie’. He had 9 wins from 9
starts and set a National F1 BEARS lap
record of 1m 35.5s, which had been held by
Craig McMartin (eight times Australian Pro
Twins Champion) since 2003. He also
came within 0.6s of Craig’s Pro Twins record.

Picture above: Smile! 23 year old Beau Beaton
has many reasons to smile. His natural abilities
and passion as a rider earned him a spot in the
North Coast V-Twins Racing Team. His enthusiasm and desire to succeed is evident and has set
the bench mark for himself so early in his career
(awesome ride dude - ed.).

Throughout the hectic 2009 season, Beau
has had the opportunity to race against
some of Australia’s best and internationally
acclaimed riders including Glen Allerton,
Craig Coxell, Scott Charlton, Rob Phillis
and Craig McMartin who has provided him
with valuable guidance and support in fine
tuning his racing skills. Beau has been
unrelenting throughout his first year of road
racing with some outstanding achievements. These include;

National F1 BEARS - 2009 Champion
First D Grade rookie and youngest person
ever to win this title.
Australian Historic Series
2009 Champion
Australian MotoGP, Phillip Island, VIC.

Picture left - (and Cover): Rookie Beau Beaton
has earned an early reputation as a hard charger
and has put the field on notice for 2010 as he
collected a staggering amount of titles for a first
year outing (awesome photo Keith - ed.)!

If you would like to keep progress on Beau’s
results for the 2010 season, visit.
www.v-twins.com.au
2009 Easter Cup
McNamara Park, SA.
2009 - NSW Superstock 1000
State Champion.
2009 - NSW D Grade Superbike
State Champion.

NSW Superbike State Championships
4th Outright
Note: Beau started from the front row of
the grid in every round of the Australian
Superstock 1000 during 2009.

ELTHAM VALLEY PANTRY
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Guided Farm Tours - Orchard Café
Pop in and enjoy a gourmet food & coffee experience
Tue - Fri 10.00am - 3.00pm / Sat - Sun 9.00am - 4.00pm
Breakfast Until 10.30am - Lunch From 12.00 - 2.00pm

Group & tour bookings essential - Telephone: 6629 1418

713 Boatharbour Road, Eltham - www.elthamvalley.com.au
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Rider Profile - Beau Beaton...

RIDER #86 - BEAU BEATON

North coast v-twins racing team
Rider # 86
Full Name:
Profession:
Currently ranked:
First Bike:
Current Ride (on track):
Goal:
Favourite Food:
Favourite Music:
Likes:
Dislikes:
Best Moment:
Worst Moment:
Role Model (s):

Beau Ashley Beaton
Commercial Refrigeration & Air Con. Technician
1st C & D Australian Super Stock 1000
Pee Wee 50
DUCATI 1198S
To be World Superbike Champion
Chicken & Seafood
Anything that doesn’t involve Classic or Opera
Mountain Bike Riding, Playing Guitar, Wake
Boarding & The Family Guy
Paris Hilton’s Pet Dog
Racing the Irving Vincent at the 2009
Australian Moto GP
Sliding on head at Wakefield Park
Troy Bayliss

Rider # 86 is PROUDLY SPONSORED BY: North Coast V-Twins Racing Team

The Eltham Hotel

ACCOMMODATION - Newly Renovated
from:

$90
Double w Ensuite
$100
Double w Ensuite & Air Con.
Sleep up to 4 Per Room from $110 or w Air Con. $120 per night

RESTAURANT - Extending to 7 DAYS from mid February
‘Tastefully renovated ‘Old World Charm’ Hotel located
in the heart of the beautiful & scenic Eltham Valley,
Northern Rivers region of NSW’…
(Just off the Lismore-Bangalow Rd - next to Gallery)
Experience the friendly hospitality of your hosts Toby & Luci Black

Group Bookings - Coaches & Motorcycles Welcome
Meals - Accommodation - Gaming Facilities
Live Entertainment

Best Pub Meals in Northern NSW ‘Toby - Publican’…
LUNCH:
12.00 - 3.00pm
DINNER
6.00 - 9.00pm

BEER GARDEN
Huge Shaded Area - Great Venue for Meetings/Functions

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
EVERY FRIDAY from 7.00pm - EACH SUNDAY from 2.00pm

Eltham Rd, Eltham NSW 2480 - Ph: 02 6629 1217
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Test Ride - CAN AM Spyder...

Photos: Nicholas Kostyn © 2009

Is it a Bike? No. A Trike? No. Well it’s
definitely not a plane but it looks like
you could stick wings on it and it would
take off, fly and looking at the rear
drivetrain and the motorcycle part of it
also looking like something out of the
80’s TV series Battlestar Galactica.
When I first saw the Can Am Spyder a
while back it was with much scepticism.
Why? Because I thought that maybe after a
test ride, the novelty would have worn off.
How could you ever match motorcycling

performance with fun on 3 wheels? Easy to
be cynical, eh? Then to see them buzzing
around locally in numbers caught my eye,
and along with the rest of the population,
now seeing them as an everyday occurrence. This is due to a couple of reasons,
first being the newly opened and regions
only Authorised BRP Can Am Spyder
Dealer, Ongmac Motorcycles in Lismore,
and the interest that these smart and sporty
looking machines have generated.
I warmed to the idea when invited to test

ride the Spyder for northernrider.com.au. I
sure had a little anticipation and not knowing what to expect but that was soon settled
as before you even get on it, you need to
complete an instruction session.
The formula of 3 wheels gives you a stable
platform and by having a single at the rear
a sportsbike style riding position. But it’s
opposite to how you ride on 2 wheels. Bit
like a quad bike on bitumen, but again, only
got 3 wheels. Add to this the gutsy Rotax
1000 motor, yes, that’s right, starting to get

Photos: Nicholas Kostyn © 2009

Conveyancing & Property, General & Commercial Litigation, Insurance Claims, Victims of Crime
2/98 Woodlark Street, LISMORE, NSW, 2480 - www.lismorelaw.com.au or Phone: + 612 6622 2201
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Test Ride - CAN AM Spyder...

Photos: Nicholas Kostyn © 2009 - Thanks to Brown & Hurley, Kyogle for the great backdrop.

the picture? The same motor as in the
Aprilla Superbike and now whatever you’d
like to call it has some really serious horses
available.
Whilst 3 wheels in some instance may be
stable, it can never replace the lean and
manoeuvrability of riding on 2 wheels, and
without sophisticated controls, could throw
you for a six, and when you travelling
100kmh on the bitumen, need I say more?
There is a large portion of weight leaning on
to the front wheels, and 3 points of contact
give you more grip. The style of the tyres
are like motor vehicle tyres so there is quite
a bit of rubber on the road. I found it a bit
heavy in the front but controls were good.

There is a lot of sophisticated technology
packed into these babies with the most
notable being a traction and point of contact
management system. If you lift a wheel or
slide the rear, it will either apply the brake
itself, or shut part of the motor down to get
you back on the ground. It may annoy some
but it is safe and easy to work out.
If you want to go quickly through the
twisties on this machine, be prepared for a
physical experience as you really have to
lean into each corner, but having said that,
coming out of corners, if you’ve got it set up
right, you can give it a tweak and it comes
out faster than a bullet, a real adrenaline
rush I tell you.

Loved the boot for storage of helmet, especially on hot or wet days. Our day maxed
out at 44C so it kept the helmets cool.
A real head turner and conversation starter
wherever you will go. An extreme amount of
fun if you’re prepared to work it, great
cruiser if your not. I haven’t been the pillion
but all reports from those who have give it
the thumbs up. There is a manual which
gives you that motorcycle feel or if you want
a little different, you can go tiptronic, as in
all at the push of a button, flick of a switch.

To book your Test Ride Today, please
phone Alec or Graeme at Ongmac
Motorcycles, Lismore.

New Store NOW OPEN - Check Out Our Savings TODAY!!!
10% OFF Your Next Service - 10% OFF Shoei Helmets (incl. XR1100)
10% OFF ALL ACCESSORIES - 15% OFF Draggin Jeans
HUGE Savings on Selected Leather Jackets - 15% OFF All Honda Oil Products
FREE Fitting & Electronic Balancing w Any NEW Tyre Purchase

Authorised
Motorcycle Safety
Inspection Centre

84 CONWAY STREET LISMORE NSW - P: 02 6622 2004 F: 02 6622 0934
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We recently caught up with Chris Quinn,
from the Quinn Racing 600 Supersport
Team to see what their plans are for
2010. Basically, the boys are sticking
with their Yamaha R6’s featured last
Issue and they are waiting for the new
livery to arrive and will announce their
sponsors next issue.
The boys are excited with the racing calendar for 2010 with 2 new rounds added, and
that those rounds support the V8 Supercars at Hidden Valley NT. Other changes in
2010 are that 600 Supersport will run a
control tyre for the first time (Dunlop). The
new tyre is a harder compound than the
Ntec Dunlops used in previous seasons
making for a added challenge in 2010.
Round 1 Feb - WSBK Phillip Island Support
to Round 1 World Championship
Round 2 April - Hidden Valley NT
(This is the 1st time bikes are back at this
track in a long time)
Check Website for ASBK 600 rounds
(results Supersport)
Chris finished 9th Outright for the year
(running 7th) with some disappointing final
round results, but overall finishing the same
as last year maintaining a National Top 10
finish and fourth privateer status.
We’ll catch up with the boys next issue to
see how they went in the opening rounds...

Pictured Left: On the grid with only
seconds to go. Above: Chris reckons
it’s the best feeling in the world to be
if front of ‘factory rides’.

Solution to an age old problem comes on two wheels.
For those that know how frustrating the holiday (peak season) traffic ‘crawl’ can be like in Byron Bay (a problem that
has been around for about 20 years now) you wouldn’t want
the added stress of your vehicle or motorcycle breaking
down. Think about how hard it would be for the locals and
business to go backwards and forwards during these times.
Imagine how much more difficult this would be if your business relies on getting through the traffic, backwards and
forwards, all day (& night) long 24/7.
Well, this is the difficulty and reality for local Byron Bay
NRMA Road Service. They get many calls for those seeking
assistance during these busy times. When your car breaks
down, it is at a time when you need it and you need to keep
moving. It can be quite stressful let alone having to wait for
help to arrive. Well, the ‘forward thinking’ team at Byron Bay
NRMA Road Service found the perfect solution to weave in &
out and get around the traffic. The answer comes on 2
wheels. Statistics show that locally, only 10% of callouts
require a tow to be repaired. That means 90% of callouts are
able to ‘keep moving’. This is a hugely ‘successful’ statistic
especially when you get over 10,000 callouts in a year. Ingenuity combined with expertise and a genuine desire to help
people found a positive solution and word has it that Warren
loves the ride.

Pictured: Warren Simmons, Proprietor of the Byron Bay Service Station for the past
40 years and NRMA Road Service for 30 of those had to find the perfect solution. It
came in the form of this BMW K1000 and is one of only 2 NRMA Road Service
equipped Motorcycles outside metropolitan areas.

Mention northernrider.com.au & Receive 4 CENTS OFF PER LITRE !!!
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Northern Rider - Road Report...
List of Local Government
Area’s (LGA’s) Councils in
and around our back yard.
Ballina Shire Council
Council Chambers: 02 6686 4444
After Hours:
02 6626 6954
Road Closures:
02 6686 1498

Bellingen Shire Council
This section is dedicated to trying to
communicate to the powers that be to
consider their approaches to ‘dodgy’
road repairs. Both these photos show
‘man made’ increased risks to motorcyclists and put simply, is not acceptable.
The photo to the left looks like a pretty
scenic back road & is actually quite a
busy road riddle with decades of pot
holes and temporary patches. There are
roadworks being conducted with NO
signage warning motorcyclists that
there are ‘man made’ hazards such as
inch thick gibbers scattered over what
remains of a hard surface making this a
very dangerous indeed. The pic at top
shows a section of road completely cut
away, filled with roadbase and loose
cracker dust, then left for six weeks
before being sealed. In the meantime,
the cracker dust was spread for metres
either side on the bitumen and a very
nasty 8 inch drop in surface.
What’s Doin’ Habib?

Council Chambers: 02 6655 7300
After Hours:
02 6692 2900

Byron Shire Council
Council Chambers: 02 6626 7000
After Hours:
02 6622 7022

Clarence Valley Council
Council Chambers: 02 6643 0200
After Hours:
02 6626 6858

Coffs Harbour City Council
Council Chambers: 02 6648 4000
After Hours:
02 6648 4000

Kyogle Council
Council Chambers: 02 6632 1611
After Hours:
02 6626 6800

Lismore City Council
Council Chambers: 02 6625 0500
After Hours:
02 6625 0560
Roads & Drains:
02 66 25 0561

Richmond Valley Council
Council Chambers: 02 6660 0300
After Hours:
02 6660 0300

Tweed Shire Council
Council Chambers: 02 6670 2400
After Hours Freecall: 1800 818 326

COFFEE INN
BA NGALOW RD, CLUNES

OPEN 7 DAYS
9.00am - 4.00pm
Breakfast - Lunch
Morning/Afternoon Tea

LAVAZZA COFFEE
Catering For Special Occasions
Group Bookings Welcome
Peter & Rhonda Taylor

Ph: 6629 1340
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Why Join A Club?
Motorcycle Clubs

HARLEY OWNER’S GROUP - HOG
Northern NSW Chapter
www.northernnswhog.com.au

NORTHERN RIVERS CLASSIC
MOTORCYCLE CLUB INC.
www.nrcmcc.blogspot.com

Pictured above: Members of Ulysses Northern Rivers Branch pose in front of the Westpac
Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter and like many local Motorcycle Clubs, support valuable and
worthwhile charities and organisations with funds raised from ‘fun’ social activities such as
Poker & Toy Runs and the personal contributions made by each member per ride (kinda
like a feelgood levy - ed.). Pictured Below: Club rides, be they large or small are a great
way to get out and about and see our beautiful region. Members of the North Coast MC
Club take a short spell whilst crossing by Ferry and skylarking for the camera (inset).

RICHMOND RIVER
MOTOR CYCLE CLUB
www.richmondrivermxclub.com.au

ULYSSES CLUB
Northern Rivers Branch
www.ulysses.org.au/branches/northernrivers

VIETNAM VETERAN’S MC CLUB
Northern New South Wales
Phone Secretary: 02 6681 6919

NCMC
NORTH COAST MC CLUB
admin@liscycles.com.au
Ph Geoff: 02 6621 8553

Clunes Auto Centre
Proudly Serving the Local Community for Generations
Fuel & Gas
Auto Parts
Refreshments
Safety Checks
Mechanical Repairs
Rego Inspections
Break Down Service
USED CARS
Warranty Available

21 Bangalow Road CLUNES NSW 2480 - Ph: 02 6629 1270

DL # 13711

northernrider.com.au - Jan/Feb/Mar 2010 - Page 15

Pre Launch of the BMW S 1000 RR...
northernrider.com.au was fortunate
enough to be invited to the pre launch
grand unveiling of the most anticipated
motorcycle to hit the track in 2009/10,
the BMW - S 1000 RR. The ‘sneaky peek’
was part of the The Planet Power Tour,
held over drinks and nibbles at Seaside
Motorcycles in Ballina (27.10.09). This
was the same motorcycle as ridden in
the adrenaline packed Superbike World
Championship (WSBK), by Ruben Xuas
and Australia’s own Troy Corser, and
came fresh off the track from Phillip
Island (MotoGP 2009).
BMW enthusiasts came from all over and
afar and the place was abuzz with excitement. After the official speech and unveiling
by seaside proprietor Ken Duplock, guests
were given the run down on the super new
features such as Dynamic Race Control
(DCR) and Race ABS Systems, by sales
manager Wayne McRae. Features that
make this motorcycle a sportsbike rider’s
dream. Looking at this motorcycle in the
flesh, you instantly get the impression that
BMW has clear intentions to take on the
Japanese market in same class absolutely
head on. Like they’ve gone up and left it at
the front door and announced, we’re here!
With its inline four rumoured to be pumping
out about (190bhp) 165 horses at the rear
wheel, it’s going to be mixing it right in there
with other litre bikes. And with that sort of
capability, things like DRC & Race ABS
sound like really handy additions. How do
they work? Well, there are four modes
available at the push of a button. Firstly,
the Rain setting which tames the power to a
148bhp ceiling with a gentle power delivery.
At the same time the ABS is calibrated for
early intervention, as is the traction control.
Move up to Sport and the full 190bhp is
unleashed but with a softer, road-friendly
delivery. The traction control and ABS are
tightened. Next comes Race mode, followed by Slick, and in each the bike becomes harder edged. It's thrilling if less
forgiving, although the hugely impressive
traction control looks after you the whole
time, as does the amazingly unobtrusive
ABS. The bike even controls wheelies and
prevents the rear wheel lifting off the
ground under severe braking, to varying
degrees depending on mode selected,
helping the average rider not to overstep
their personal risk boundaries. Talk to
Wayne or Ken at Seaside Motorcycles
today… Release Date 12th Feb 2010...

Flynn

Late mail is that sales of the all new BMW
S 1000 RR will go very fast, (as quick as
the motorcycle - ed.). With a completely
new approach from BMW and including a
stack of on board traction and other controls, it has been rated very highly by
industry peers. According to both WSBK
S 1000 riders, ‘happy with development
thus far, just a matter of a little adjustment to new style and tech features.

Sandblasting
Are you restoring your much loved pride & joy?
Do you need to remove paint or rust?
Do you need a clean professional surface/finish?
Also specialising in - Powder Coating
Phone or call in today….
Lismore House Spraying
45 Three Chain Road, Lismore NSW 2480 - 02 6621 3334

Proud Sponsors of The Quinn Racing 600 Supersport Team

Bought a rare Motorcycle interstate? Need to ship your Motorcycle interstate for a rally?

It’s as simple as phoning ( 02 6628 8944 ) - then riding into one of our Depots…

TRANSPORT
L I S M O R E
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North Coast - Brisbane - Sydney - Melbourne - Adelaide
NHVAS, HAACP, BFM, MASS and WQA Compliant

To Gold Coast
Brisbane - Sunshine Coast

If You Would Like To List Your Business Here…
Contact: editor@northernrider.com.au

Business Listed in BLUE offering 4 Cents per Litre Off Fuel
All you need to do is Mention northernrider.com.au

Mt. Warning Hotel

Mt. Burrell
General Store
Sphinx Rock Cafe

northernrider.com.au

MUD MAP 1 - Under Development

Brunswick Hotel

Nimbin Hotel
Ducati Desmo HQ
Byron Motorcycle Centre
Klub Fed Cafe

The Channon Store
The Channon Tavern

The Railway Friendly Bar
Byron Service Station

Klassic Lodge
Clunes Coffee Inn
Clunes Auto Centre

Dawson St Auto Centre
Hotel 02 6622 6269
49 Dawson Street (cnr Zadoc St) Lismore NSWEltham
2480
Eltham Valley Pantry

To Alstonville - Ballina

To Kyogle

LISMORE
To Casino - Drake
Tenterfield

To Coraki
Woodburn

Lismore MotorcycleCentre
Lismore Visitor Information Centre
Dawson Street Auto Centre - Liberty
Ongmac Motorcycles

To Ballina
Sydney

© 2010 - www.northernrider.com.au
Full Driveway Service - Groceries (Cheap Milk & Bread) - Car &Copyright
Motorcycle
Batteries

Our Regional Touring Maps are currently under development & will be released over coming Issues in A4 size. Our Maps will
feature useful information relating to Good Rides and in future, will provide other relevant details such as Distance & Time,
Condition of Route, Fuel Stops, Accommodation, Cafes & Eateries, Pubs - Motels - B&B’s, Markets & Other Events, Venues &
whatever else that’s good to fit in. If you would like to advertise your business here, email: editor@northernrider.com.au

Dawson St. Auto Centre
Cnr Dawson & Zadoc St., Lismore NSW 2480

Ph: 02 6622 6269

Full Driveway Service - Groceries (cheap Milk & Bread) - Car & Motorcycle Batteries

Mention northernrider.com.au & Receive 4 CENTS OFF PER LITRE !!!
(Limit 100 Litres per transaction - Offer Valid Until 31st March 2010)
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Hey Ho, Let’s Go...
By Ian Carrett
North Coast V-Twins Drag Racing Team
After many late nights of preparing our
Harley Davidson V-Rod Destroyer #3542,
the North Coast V-Twins Drag Racing
Team left Coffs Harbour on Thursday
night after hours to make our way to the
track at Eastern Creek, Sydney to compete in the 2009 FUCHS Nationals (11-13
Sept). We stopped at my parents home
in Toronto arriving at 10.45pm and after
a quick cuppa, off to sleep to be ready
for the 4am start.
We arrived just as the gates opened at 6am
at Western Sydney International Raceway
(WSID) so this gave us 3 hours to set up
ready for the first qualifying run. When we
got our accreditation we found out we had
been selected for a random scrutineering
audit so on with the full gear and armed
with all our paperwork it was off to the ANDRA garages for the audit which finished
just as our bracket Modified bike was called
to the staging lanes. There were 39 competitors in our bracket covering all sorts of
modified bikes. It was the biggest roll up
with 9 Harley Davidson V-Rod Destroyers.
The first qualifying run was on a brand new
tyre so with a long heat seeking burnout we
lined up ready in stage, green light must
dash. As the tyre was new the bike was not
lining well and I shut off at 3rd gear to get it
back on line and posted a 10.4. Second
qualifying run was a little better with a 9.9
and saving the best run for Friday night with
a 9.69 to have a lot of confidence for Saturday’s elimination rounds, where you either
win and go through or pack it up and start
the journey home.
The first run on Saturday morning we were
up against a Harley Davidson FXDWG with
a dial in time of 11.2 against ours of
9.59.both of us got a good green light and
we did a great 9.68 but the other bike actually went quicker than his dial in meaning
he broke out of his time so we went through
to the next round. Round 2 of elimination
saw the V-Twins Team against the runner
up of the last two National events and running identical qualifying times, so he is
Mister Consistent. We lined up and he red
lit the start which I saw. As he was on a
much slower time this handed us the win to
progress though to the quarter finals on
Sunday. So back to the pits and make the
bike as fast as possible as we had stiff

competition from here on in. Sunday rolls
around and the bike is ready thanks to
Trevor, Stuart and Ace who have me
pumped and ready to roll.
Unfortunately we are delayed due to TV
demands as what can run at a set time and
we are kept in the staging lanes for 1 ¾
hours. Our fuel heats up and tyre temps
affect the side walls .They also then went
and put down a new film of track cover
called VH1 which improves the grip again.
With a good burnout I drop down for pre
stage launch and pin the throttle, drop the
clutch and all hell breaks loose. The clutch
bites hard and the sticky track bites the rear
and then uncoils the bike and high sides me
over the handlebars.

the start line and all the team around me
give me a hand to get checked out with the
medical team and wave to the crowd. The
track commentator gives me a 9.6 for the
dismount and we learn for the experience
and track conditions. The weekend overall
was very successful and we gained great
bike and run information along with plenty
of support from the other race teams.
A special thanks goes to Mark Wacker,
Scott Keogh and Darren Shepherd. North
Coast V-Twins Drag Team would also like
to thank the following for their support. All
the staff and North Coast V-Twins, Ace
Motorcycle Performance & Dyno Services,
Trevor Topfer, Stuart Butler and Ace Elliot.
See you on the flip side...

Well its all over now as I pick myself up off

Custom Fabrication & Welding
Accessories, Fitting & Modifications

Any Motorcycle Welcome
ALUMINIUM & STAINLESS
SPECIALIST

Ph: Dan - 0418 499 321
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Ian
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Test Ride - BMW F 650 GS...
Want a go anywhere motorcycle? The
BMW F 650 GS is probably as close as
you can get in a medium capacity. Either
riding on the highway in comfort or just
meandering down a goat track with absolute confidence (if you have to), this is
a multi purpose, multi terrain medium
size and very honest workhorse type of
motorcycle. A great daily rider or weekend adventurer.
On a perfect North Coast Sunny day, I
decided to weave up and down the Byron Ballina Hinterland. This took me along
country lanes, coastal stretches with the
occasional short bursts of gravel and highway thrown in. Whatever terrain I was on, at
all times felt in control, at ease and with
confidence. There is sufficient power output
to do all this with load. With this motorcycle,
you can really get a chance to explore
some of the country more intimately, such
as national parks, state forests, anywhere
with unsealed roads. The mild mannered
performance is less obtrusive in these more
sensitive environments.
The ride height is great for those of us with
the dreaded case of the ‘low flying ducks
disease’ adding a little more surety. In true
BMW style, there is always something a
little quirky happening such as the location
of the fuel tank - see pics - mounted under
the rider. I found it ‘easier’ and less worrying to fuel, as in, no chance to get the last
drip of petrol on the tank. So, what’s where
the fuel tank supposed to be? Well, access
to things like electricals. A reverse of form
and function that seems to work. It does
appear a bit ‘chunky’ up top in the bodywork, but clever design allows you to see
straight down the front forks to the point of
road contact of the tyre, handy for navigating them goat tracks or stream crossings!
The F 650 GS has easy to read onboard
information (even if somewhat basic but
useful) such as trip, fuel & temp. There are
some great panniers and other accessories
allowing more storage for those planning
longer trips away. Again, I can’t stress the
ease and comfort this motorcycle affords
and believe it could be a great entry point
for those who aren’t after the sportsbike,
cruiser or MX feel.
Contact Wayne or Ken at Seaside Motorcycles for your test ride today...

Bookings - Phone Bob - 02 6666 1307
or visit www.ridersrest.com.au

‘Another Perfect Weekend in the Rainbow Region’
Group Accommodation - Bookings Essential - Lock Up Bike Parking
53 Cullen Street, NIMBIN 02 6689 1246 - email: freemasonhotel@bigpond.com
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Raider Motorsport
International Motorcycle Traders
Raider Motorsport import and export motorcycles to and from around the globe for dealers,
private & commercial collectors, as well as for individual customers seeking something rare or special.
With more than a million dollars worth of stock Raider Motorsport is arguably the largest supplier of
unique motorcycles in Australia, carrying models like,
Ducati, Bimota, Moto Guzzi, BMW, Moto Morini, Benelli, Vincent, Egli and much more.

See also our highly sought after
2 & 4 valve belt models
Not into Italian, don’t worry we have more than enough of the best from Japan…

Or perhaps classic café racer’s…

Or maybe modern retro racer’s based on the hugely popular Yamaha SR and Honda GB range …

We also provide full restoration services and are currently constructing our own range of retro racer’s.
For customers seeking even greater individualism, any bike can be designed specifically to requirement or style.
Many dealers rely upon Raider Motorsport for both conventional and unique floor-stock, and with our dealer
specific pricing options they’re able to realise significantly attractive margins while at the same time showcase
stock their competition can not procure. New dealer-partnerships enquiries are always welcome.

Visit our showroom at Coffs Harbour - Ph: Maurice Rissman + 61 (0)423 559 656
or visit us on the web - www.raidermotorsport.com.au
Dealer Licence Number: MD 21248
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‘The Devil Wears Prado’...
How many times have you ever been
caught behind or alongside the ever
increasing amount of pretend four
wheel, all wheel, SUV, MPV drives, whatever you call them! From ‘Forrester's to
just short of a Land Cruiser’, the
dreaded Prado, these cumbersome
lumps of vehicles can only be best described as a ’mobile (shopping trolley)
home entertainment system (unit)’. They
completely remove and insulate the
occupants from any / all of the external
environment. This is their design.
Unlike a motorcyclist who, in complete
contrast is exposed to that very same environment, needs to be ever aware of real
risks, and as our learned colleagues tell us
‘potential’ risks and how to avoid them.
Well, that’s exactly what I did and it ended
up costing me (see picture attached). One
of the most enjoyable & exciting aspects of
my job is test riding the latest wares on
offer. Something I really look forward to and
as a professional, take quite seriously.
While it is not my living yet, I intend to make
it so. It is a part of my job that I am thankful
for. Apart from the obvious attraction it gets
me away from the pc (personal computer
not police constable - ed.).
So when I get to take out the latest & greatest, I am firstly conscious that it ain’t my set
of wheels, that I have been entrusted by
industry to do my job and to get the motorcycle back in the same condition I took
them. I also ride them in and out of traffic,
country roads and built up areas. How the
motorcycles function in an everyday role
and use. On a fairly warm day (leather
jacket, Draggin’ jeans, boots, helmet,
gloves really helps) heading toward Ballina
from Lismore on a beautiful set of borrowed
wheels, as you approach Wollongbar there
is considerable road works in progress.
That means traffic starts to become congested, slows, and with the heat, irritable.
As I stop started the next several kilometres, the lump of a vehicle in front of me
was, you guessed it, a Prado, complete
with the occupant it was designed for.

the next stretch, as I had no choice but to
watch as she went on and on. When she
finally put down the phone, she appeared to
become all upset that her hair (on the
phone ear side) had come undone. So, for
the next few kilometres she addressed the
situation by pulling out a hair brush and
proceeded to attend to her disrupted hair. I
felt a little sorry for her as she only had the
rear vision mirror to address this dilemma
and after all, she was driving in a forward
direction so that must have been a bit inconvenient for her at this point in time as
well. I really tried to be patient in the heat
as we got through Alstonville and toward
the cutting. I thought great, I will be able to
get around and slightly ahead of the built up
traffic. A position I love to be in, with the
risks behind me. What risk you might ask?
What am I raving on about?

u
B

Somebody who will never go off road, but
needs to feel safer by driving a bigger ‘car’.
There she was talking away quite candidly
on her mobile phone hands waving around.
Maybe she was running late for an appointment, maybe she was going through a
divorce, maybe she forgot the chips! Over

serve. With brush held high in the left hand
making rather fine adjustments in the mirror, I couldn’t wait for my opportunity to get
passed her. Why am I upset? Because a 2
tonne vehicle with a distracted occupant
was accelerating and travelling at speed
over 110kmh and swerving all over the
shop. As she passed the little old lady in
front, the second I saw daylight, I took off
around her, got slightly ahead and settled
back in the left lane conscientiously doing
100kmh. Whew! Good to be out front and
away from the risk. Well almost!

!
!
!
d
e
st

Well, as we approached the overtaking
lane, she dropped her brush, which she
recovered after diving for it on the passenger side floor. This meant here eyes were
momentarily off the road. As a result, her
vehicle began to sway about from left to
right. I though uh oh, as our speed was
increasing. We were now in the 100km
zone. I thought, this lady is not aware I am
even behind her and just as I thought that,
she looked straight at me in the mirror. With
a dear old lady travelling a bit slower in
front of her and the haste to look good on
arrival at journey’s end, the Prado and its
occupant started to overtake.
Only problem was, she was still concentrating on the hair issue and I could see she
was really getting pissed off she couldn’t
give it the full attention it seemed to de-

Hiding in the bushes at the beginning of the
overtaking stretch was the local Highway
Patrol taking readings on radar. Why at the
start of this stretch I do not know. Had I
been doing the overtaking speed 2 kilometres further down the road out on my own, I
would say fair enough. This was lunchtime
in broad daylight and I was ‘clocked’ at
20km + over, albeit for a split second in
time. I broke the law to avoid a potential
risk, an increased hazard? He told me he
was doing his job and that he would go
home that night knowing the roads were a
much safer place!!!
Well, after receiving the ticket, I told him I
was just doing mine (job). The rest of the
day was tainted. I went home with a $334
fine nursing 4 points off my licence. Later
that night as I lay restless, I couldn't help
but wonder about the lady in the Prado.
Whether or not she was able to make it to
her appointment’ on time, safely (to herself
then others) as her 2 tonne lump of vehicle
hurtled towards suburbia, and if she looked
okay when she got there!!! Yes my friend, I
do believe the Devil wears Prado...

THE SHAW’S BAY HOTEL
WATERFRONT BISTRO
SUNDAY SESSION (LIVE MUSIC)
We cater for small to large groups.
Why not have your next Club Social (Party) or your
Club Meetings (incl. AGM’s) at the Shawsy.
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL - Phone Scott.
Mention this Ad and receive your Club Discount.

2 Brighton Street, East Ballina, NSW 2478 - PH: 02 6686 2034
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Need Motorcycle Finance or Insurance?
Competitive - Friendly - Service with a Smile - Contact Lynn for a Quote Today!
PH: 02 6621 8553 or email: reception@liscycles.com.au
* Finance is to approved customers. Fees and charges payable. **The comparison rate is 5.96%pa and is based on a Secured customer loan of $30,000 for two years.
Further conditions apply. Offers are on applicable models.

LISMORE MOTORCYCLES
3 Three Chain Road, LISMORE, NSW, 2480

PH: 02 6621 8553
www.liscycles.com.au - email: sales@liscycles.com.au

Dealer Licence No. 14072

northernrider.com.au - Jan/Feb/Mar 2010 - Page 23

What’s in the Dealer Delivery Charge?
When you bought a new motorcycle, did
you ever wonder ‘what’s in the dealer
delivery charge’? northernrider.com.au
thought it would be good to investigate
the process with the delivery of a brand
new Yamaha R1 with our good friends at
Lismore Motorcycles. I was taken
through the process step by step with
Ben and Peter.
This particular motorcycle was a custom
order delivered for a local businessman
who absolutely ‘loves’ his bikes. As you can
see, it comes in a cardboard box. Inside the
box (in this instance) is a steel crate which
contains a mostly assembled motorcycle
tied and wrapped for protection in transit
(with the exception of dropping from height
from, say, a forklift for example). According
to Ben, some motorcycles arrive without the
front end, some brands come ‘dry’, that is
minus all their oils and of course, this would
take more time to assemble. For this little
beauty though, it was mostly a case of
installing handle bars, connecting all the
front cables, levers, attach windshield and
mirrors, connect the battery, setting brakes,
checking fluids and seals, diagnostics and
final tuning. There is also the opportunity at
this point to fine tune customer specs such
as ride height and suspension.
Then there is the final process of installing
Yamaha’s unique DataDotDNA® security
and protection system. This system is made
up of a type of etching paint with each
batch containing its own individual code.
The DataDots® are then applied at numerous locations all over the motorcycle, some
obvious and some not so, and are easily
and quickly identifiable by Police should
your ride end up being stripped for parts
and shipped all over the country. Once they
are applied, DataDots® are impossible to
remove without obvious damage. The
whole operation took approximately 4 hrs.
One of the best parts of the job says Ben is
when the customer takes delivery. To get
the motorcycle ready for departure is a
huge responsibility. You are representing
the ’factory’ and ensuring the product is at
its correct specifications, standards and
most importantly, customer expectations.
The customer comes in, turns it on and
simply rides away. During this final phase of
pre-delivery, there are plenty of smiles and
as the customer rides off, a great sense of
satisfaction of a job well done.

Mount Warning Hotel
A welcome stop for Motorcyclists

BISTRO OPEN DAILY
Lunch 12-2pm
Dinner Thu-Sun 6-8pm

BAR OPEN 7 DAYS
10am - Late
GROUP BOOKINGS WELCOME
Covered Function Area
1497 Kyogle - Murwillumbah Rd, Uki NSW

02 6679 5111
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What’s in the Dealer Delivery Charge?
Ben Rose (pictured left) the main technician for this
feature has recently completed his apprenticeship
as a motorcycle mechanic at Lismore Motorcycles,
but that’s not all. Ben was a Top 10 Finalist in the
2009 Oceania Motorcycle Technician Grand Prix, an
industry leading initiative of the Yamaha Technical
Academy held in Sydney, that pits the top Yamaha
Service technicians in the country against each
other to find out who is the best of the best.
The Tech GP is the culmination of Yamaha’s YTA
training program aimed at raising the proficiency of
all Yamaha Technicians in the Oceania market region to ensure customers receive outstanding aftersales service. The 10 finalists were selected from
over 100 applicants working in Yamaha dealerships
across Australia and New Zealand. The finalist arrived at Yamaha HQ from every region and underwent a computerised theory examination and 10
practical tasks that covered subjects such as fault
diagnosis, product knowledge and customer service.
To show just how tough the competition was, the
event was won by a 42yo technician on his fourth
attempt at the title. A fantastic achievement and
commitment from a likeable local lad. Well done!!!

Pictured below, the finished product and owner
unite. Local businessman and well known motorcycling enthusiast Ed Cullen is delighted with his latest
set of wheels. He has already been to Phillip Island
on his new R1 and the smile says it all. One very
happy customer...

LIC NO. 144087C

SERVICING NORTHERN RIVERS
& SURROUNDING AREAS

QUALITY, RELIABLE
AFFORDABLE
All Electrical Work Incl.
Switchboard & Mains, Aerial Services
Phone & Data Points, Safety Switches
Stove/Hot Water Repairs
Security & Smoke Alarms
SPLIT AIR-CONDITIONERS

Authorised Contractor

LISMORE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
ELECTRICAL & AIRCONDITIONING

Ph: 0414 666 825
Ah: 6621 2246
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Girl On A Road Trip - (Part 3)...
I must admit this article nearly didn’t
make this edition as every time I started,
I thought this is so boring I don’t want to
read it so why would anyone else? Until
today! You know at my stage of life a lot
of things come before a ride on my bike.
I am sure a lot of you have had the same
experience in the lead up to Christmas.
The kids, rellies, Christmas parties, school
assemblies, work parties, farewells, food
shopping, present shopping, etc., etc., the
list is endless and time is precious. Until
yesterday I had not been on my bike for 3
weeks. So yesterday my daughter asked
could I give her a ride out to her friend’s
house at Nimbin. Sure great idea – lets take
the bike. (I am now legally able to take
pillion passengers and the kids love coming
on the back with me, and actually I love
their company).
So off to Nimbin on a Saturday afternoon.
Wow it was so hectic. That little town is
such a hub of activity. So I dropped her off,
parked the bike had a walk around town,
talked, looked and took in all the wonder
and colour. Upon returning to the bike, I
realised that I had left the key in it the whole
time. This is another bad habit I really have

to stop. I make it my New Years Resolution
Number 1, there and then on the spot.
So Sunday is the first Ulysses ride for the
Year. At home, it is the first birthday of the
year for us (3 in the first week of January).
So a birthday celebration, phone calls,
presents! Family is organised but I must be
back in Lismore by 3pm to pick up my
daughter from work. I look at my watch
8.42am as I walk out the door. I am late,
this is where I should have just gone back
to bed. I quickly gather my wallet, phone,
wet weather gear, keys etc. It looks like
rain, it is humid and I am sweating, my hair
is already dripping, helmet and sunnies
fogging up. I am like a sauna on the inside
and about to get wet on the outside, but this
is my time. This is FUN remember? FUN,
come on soldier on! I yell bye and load up
the saddle bags, look at the sky and the
bike roars into action first go.
I arrive where we meet. I am last but they
haven’t left. My friends, that’s how I think of
them, are asking, ‘How was Christmas’?
Everyone is wishing each other a Happy
New Year! What a great bunch they are.
Well the route is explained and we mount
our bikes. My bike refuses to start. I check,

stand is up, in neutral, clutch in, starter
switch on – yes, yes, yes, yes! This is not
happening. I do what a girl in my situation
does. I chuck a full on tantrum, stamp my
feet, swear, yell – you get the picture. I am
sick of being a girl that needs assistance!
Where is that strong willed, independent
woman? Well, when I find her again I will let
you know as I need assistance from several
of the guys who quite rightly tell me to shut
up, jump start the bike and I am on the road
again. My girl mind tells me this is weird,
reasonably new battery, lights are still on,
gauges are still lit up and it started first go
this morning. The boys yell don’t stall it and
with this in mind I promptly pull out into
traffic and am quite rightly beeped at. Again
I say to myself just go home to bed, do I
listen – NO!
So we do a lap up through St Vincent’s
Hospital to wave Hi to Greg, all of us about
30 bikes. After this I am nearly hit by a car
pulling out in front of me. My fault though as
I had my blinker on. I think concentrate or
you will get yourself killed today! Now off to
Kyogle via Tatham, and Casino. The day
gets even better as it starts to pour rain and
the sky is black. Riders pull over, some turn
back, some put wet weather gear on. Me? I
continue on as I remind myself, I am having
FUN! As I approach Kyogle I think to myself
park on a hill, in case you have to be push
started again. I also think SHIT! Not enough

Sphinx Rock Café
Kyogle - Murwillumbah Road, Mt. Burrell N S W

Fresh Food - Excellent Coffee - Good Vibes - Beautiful, Relaxing, Easy Location
Group Bookings Welcome Sundays - LIVE MUSIC 02 6679 7118
P.S. Did We Mention BYO, Fuel & How much fun it is to get here on a Motorcycle? For more info visit www.sphinxrockcafe.com
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Girl On A Road Trip - (Part 3) Cont...
fuel to get home! Success as I find a hilltop
park. OK maybe all will be well.
We have a cuppa, chat, laugh etc. Catch up
on goss’ with the girls. Then I think to myself I will go get fuel before they all get
geared up. That’s right, you guessed it, bike
won’t start. I am now ready to light a match
and have a motorcycle bonfire. Again I get
that woman in need look and these men
(who are not my husband and do not have
to put up with my crap), offer their assistance. So after two unsuccessful attempts
the bike roars into action on attempt number 3. We are all feeling pretty happy with
ourselves when we look up to see a police
officer in an unmarked car pull up and walk
toward us. He looks like I do when I am
extremely disappointed with my children
and about to let them know this.
He says it is illegal to ride a motorcycle
without a helmet and one of my heroes
could have been hit by a car and killed etc.,
etc., you get the picture! I am very upset for
my heroes and plead that it is my fault and I
am sorry and they were just being good
Samaritans etc., etc. Anyone who has seen
me talk animatedly would have the picture. I
am sure he is going to fine some or all of
us. I now know how helpless my kids feel
when I do not let them plead their case.
Another New Years Resolution is made
(Listen to kid’s excuses before ignoring
them and dealing out punishment). He
makes me feel 10 again, not 45 and then
issues us with a one off warning. Thanks
officer.

I am not sure if I even thanked them properly, THANKYOU SO MUCH! I go over this
day in my mind over and over between
checking and worrying about the fuel gauge
on red. New Years Resolution Number 3! I
tell myself I need to find a bike mechanic
who will take me over my bike, I need to be
more self sufficient, I need to stop riding
with the group until I have completed the
above list. Maybe I should give up – sell the
bike, take up patchwork! I chastise myself
all the way back to Lismore. I see the 5km
sign and think I am going to make it home. I
will deal with the rest tomorrow when and if
there are any bike shops open.
I am safe, in my garage. I kill the motor. I
start unloading my gear. My phone is going
off. I have several messages. I listen; they
are all from my son. ‘Come home mum, I
am really sick’. I rush inside; he is in bed
under a sheet, fan going, ice-cream container by his head. I take all this in. I put my
hand to his head. He is sooo hot. I pull back
the sheet and exclaim, ‘You have chickenpox’. He is covered from neck to feet.
Women have many roles in life, I love them
all, but it is a continual juggling act.
Some days are diamonds and some
days are well, just plain CRAPPY!!!
Until next time,

Sunday Markets:
1st Sunday of the Month:
Byron Bay Markets
Butler Street Reserve

Car Boot Market
Lismore Shopping Square

Pottsville Markets
Coast Road

2nd Sunday of the Month
Alstonville Markets
Showground

Channon Craft Market
Coronation Park

Lennox Head Markets
Lake Ainsworth

3rd Sunday of the Month
Ballina Market
Canal Road

Car Boot Market
Lismore Shopping Square

Nimbin Markets

Kathryn

So I tell my good Samaritans I am off home,

Community Centre

Pottsville Markets
Coast Road

Uki Markets
Buttery

4th Sunday of the Month
Bangalow Markets
Showground

5th Sunday of the Month
Nimbin Markets
Community Centre

HISTORIC DEEPWATER INN
$60 Dinner, Bed & Breakfast

Pottsville Markets
Coast Road

Accommodation for up to 26 (Shared Amenities)
Karaoke - Live Music (with Group Bookings)

Want to include your favourite
Sunday Markets here, please email:

New England Highway, Deepwater NSW 2371

editor@northern-rider.com.au

Phone: 02 6734 5331 - Email: deepwaterinn1@bigpond.com

Fuel & Gas - Groceries & Smallgoods - Bottleshop - Ice
Trading Hours: Mon-Sat 6.30am - 6.30pm / Sun 8.30am - 6.30pm / Phone: 02 6679 7170

3220 Kyogle - Murwillumbah Rd, Mt. Burrell NSW 2484

PREMIUM UNLEADED FUEL AVAILABLE - OPEN 7 DAYS
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On Any Sunday...
Not so long ago, I bumped into these 4
blokes one Saturday at the Drake HotelMotel. Sporting 2 BMW Adventurers and 2
BMW GS 1200’s, these likable lads from
Coffs Harbour epitomise another aspect
that people share around motorcycling.
‘This is a normal weekend away for us’, says
Peter. We’ve been riding together 5 or 6
years now. Pack the swags and go away 2
nights, camping for one and maybe pulling up
at a Pub somewhere along the track for the
other. After a nice hot shower, it’s up for a
good feed, a few bevvies, a few good belly
laughs and a good night’s sleep’. The boys
would like to thank their missus’ for allowing
things like this to happen (major sponsors)
and a hello to the TEAM Rock, who supplied
most of the equipment in this photo.
Pictured l to r: Rhett, Mark, Peter & Garry. All
smiles as it’s feet up and off the road time.

Harley Owner’s Group HOGS - Tassie Rally 2009...

The 2009 Australian HOG Rally was held in Tassie and made for a
much anticipated holiday for about 25 Members of the Northern NSW
Chapter. According to Boss HOG Hughesy (second from right), riding
around Tasmania was the main thrill. ‘The place is just made for getting around on your motorcycle and the scenery is spectacular, so
much so, we’re thinking about going there again’. Other highlights of
the rally included the Thunder Run (1800 Bikes) and rocker Jimmy
Barnes headlining the main nights entertainment. Thanks to Neil and
Hughesy for the info & pics. (Photos © 2009 - HOG Northern NSW)

KLASSIC LODGE
C O U N T R Y

R E T R E A T

Fully Licensed Bar & Facilities
Audette’s A la Carte Restaurant
Function - Conference Room
Karaoke & Live Music
Outdoor Entertaining Area - BBQ
Off Street Secure Parking

Perfect Getaway for Singles, Couples & Groups
Motel Style Accommodation - Set on Acreage
Great Venue for your Club Functions, Meetings, Parties

Bookings Essential

1597 Nimbin Road, GOOLMANGAR NSW 2480 - Ph: 02 6689 9350 - email: enquires@klassiclodge.com.au
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Retrospect...
By Owen Fudge
Byron Motorcycle Centre

WINNER!!!

Hello and welcome to the world of Retro
Motorcycling. Some would say the term
retro has been applied to many different
styles and genres of motorcycles and
therefore overused and perhaps abused
as a marketing tool. I like to think this is
not true and maybe involves a fraction
of envy from those who may not have
got the bike their heart truly desired and
for that, I am sorry. What makes a bike
come under the banner of retro?
This is a fine question if one is prepared to
sit, perhaps drink an ale or two and discuss
at length opinions at which they have set in
stone. Bullocks to that I say. Google will tell
you the word retro derives from the Latin
prefix retro, meaning backwards or in past
times, implying a movement back to the
past instead of progressing towards the
future. It may seem strange to some people
there are certain folks out there, like myself,
who prefer to get our hands on an older and
some may say more beautiful motorcycle of
days gone by! Why? Well let’s delve into
that for a moment shall we?
Does anyone remember the first time they
set eyes on a Suzuki Katana 1100, maybe
a Kawasaki GPZ900, or the first time you
heard a Honda CB 750? Moments like that
can be etched into a person’s brain forever!
If you went out and bought a restored version of your dream, you often find that you
are prepared to forgive any small misgivings in its DNA makeup. No it doesn’t brake
well, so what!! No it doesn’t handle perfectly
neutral, I don’t care!!! Why don’t you care?
Well the passion you have for your dream
motorcycle may have something to do with
it. Is it maybe a coincidence that retro riders
don’t discuss seat height, fuel economy or
throttle response? This is because they are
in love with their pride and joy and not looking for the downside in it’s design. Amen to
that, smiles on any Sunday is what it is
about. Am I wrong? I don’t know, but if you
would like to sit down over an ale or two
and discuss it at the pub on a Sunday arvo,
I would be most willing. Retro motorcycling
is a thing of passion. Beauty is in the eye of
the beholder and if you love it, then buy
yourself one. Thank you for your time, allowing me to ramble on about something I
am quite passionate about.
See ya later and rubber side down…

Congratulations goes to Charlie 2480.
Charlie wins this Coopers Sports Pack
for sending us in some photographs last
issue of a little dirt action at Reedy
Creek. Charlie is an budding amateur
photographer and loves taking photos of
motorcycles, to which he has sent us in
many more. We will publish more of
Charlie’s pics over coming issues.
Thanks from northernrider.com.au and
keep up the good work.

WIN
$50.00

to published in the
Get your Story or Pho
der.com.au & WIN
rnri
the
nor
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e
Issu
t
Nex
ourite Ride,
Fav
r
you
It can be about
to of your Bike.
A Letter to the Editor, Pho
TO ENTER
er.com.au
Email: editor@northernrid
Years of Age
Entrants must be over 18

BYRON MOTORCYCLE CENTRE
Specialising in Retro Bikes
Service & Repairs - All Makes & Models
Parts & Accessories
Helmets, Riding Gear & Clothing
3/17 Banksia Street Byron Bay NSW 2481
Call 02 6685 8166 - info@byronmotorcycles.com.au
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Classifieds@northernrider.com.au
Accommodation

Pubs, Cafes & Eateries

DRAKE HOTELMOTEL
$80 Dbl per Night (Ensuite)
Full Amenities - Restaurant - Bar
Ph: 02 67376757

COFFEE INN CLUNES
See Advertisement Page 6
OPEN 7 Days - Bookings Welcome
CLUNES - 02 6629 1340

The ELTHAM HOTEL
4 Per Room From $110 per Night
Live Ent. Fridays 7pm - Sun 2pm
Ph: 02 6629 1217

The RAILS KITCHEN
Excellent Meals - Lunch/Dinner Daily
Live Entertainment 7 Nights
BYRON BAY - 02 6680 9009

NIMBIN HOTEL & BACKPACKERS
$50 Dbl per Night (share amenities)
Live Music - Great Food - Friendly
Ph: 02 6689 1246

ELTHAM VALLEY PANTRY
See Advertisement Page
Group Bookings Welcome
Boatharbour Rd ELTHAM 6629 1418

RIDER’S REST
$75 per Night (incl. Dinner/Breakfast)
Full Amenities - Covered Recreation
Ph: 02 67376757
KLASSIC LODGE
From $50 per Night/Person
Lic. Bar Restaurant & Conference Fac
Ph: 02 6689 9350

SPHINX ROCK CAFE
Great Food - Live Music Sundays
Kyogle - Murwillumbah Road
Mt. BURRELL - 02 6679 7118

DUCATI - GT 1000 - 2009
$ 20,990 (12mths Rego) NEW
Ride Away - Screen / Rack (incl.)
BYRON DESMO HQ - 02 6685 6316
Dealer Licence No. 20733

Mt. WARNING HOTEL
OPEN 7 DAYS - BAR & BISTRO
Group Bookings Welcome
Main St - UKI - 02 6679 5111

Motorcycles - Used

BMW K 1300 S - 2009
$27,670 Ride Away
Contact Wayne Today - 02 66863022
Seaside Motorcycles - Ballina

HISTORIC DEEPWATER INN
$60 - Dinner, Bed & Brekky
Great Food 7 Days
Ph: 02 6734 5331

Pubs, Cafes & Eateries

Motorcycles - New

Dealer Licence No. 19208

HONDA VTR 250 - 2006
$4,600-Ride Away-RYF90-20,114km’s
Long rego-Lowered-Perfect Learner
Byron Motorcycles - 02 6685 8166
Dealer Licence No. 20968

CHANNON TAVERN
See Advertisement Page 6
OPEN 7 Days - Bookings Welcome
The CHANNON - 02 6688 6165
The CHANNON STORE
Fresh Food - Eat In - Take Away
Bottle Shop - Fuel - Groceries
The CHANNON - 02 6688 6240
KLUB FED Café
Superb Food - Unique Setting
BYO - Group Bookings Welcome
Main St - FEDERAL - 02 6688 4110

HD FXDB - Street Bob - 2006
$16,900 + Transfers - 37,558km’s
Contact Wayne Today - 02 66863022
Seaside Motorcycles - Ballina

1 G.D.T. Seccombe Close, COFFS HARBOUR NSW 2450

Dealer Licence No. 19208

Ph: 02 6650 4200 - www.v-twins.com.au

PHOTOCOPYING
A3 - Full Colour - Black & White
Huge Selection of Papers & Cards
Annual Reports, Booklets, Brochures, Cards, Club Newsletters (Discounts Apply), Fanzines, Flyers,
Menus, Order of Service, Real Estate Brochures, Self Published Books, Wedding Stationery
Graphic Art, Design & Typesetting Service - Small to Large Print Runs
PERSONALISED LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE
FREE DELIVERY LOCAL AREA
(Postage & Handling)

PH: 02 6624 7888
Photo © NK 2009
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BLACKDOG Publishing
ABN: 287 524 926 29

Classifieds@northernrider.com.au
Motorcycles - Retro

Motorcycles - Demos

Leathergoods
PAUL’S CUSTOM LEATHER
New, Repairs, Industrial Sewing
Leather Goods Made To Order
BALLINA - 02 6686 6925

RASU LEATHER GOODS
YAMAHA SR 400 - 1988
$4,640 + On Road - 37,169km’s
Classic Retro + Many More...
Byron Motorcycles - 02 6685 8166
Dealer Licence No. 20968

HONDA GB 250 - 1988
$4000 + On Road - 15,259km’s
Classic Retro + Many More...
Byron Motorcycles - 02 6685 8166
Dealer Licence No. 20968

Courses & Tuition

YAMAHA YZF-R1 - 2009
$18,900 Ride Away 900k’s Reg 09/10
Big Bang Cross-plane Engine
GYTR Pipes - Red Anodised Frame
LMC - Lismore - 02 6621 8553
Dealer Licence No. 14075

YAMAHA XT 660 TENERE - 2009
Ex DEMO
$13,990 Ride Away 510k’s Reg 10/10
LMC - Lismore - 02 6621 8553
Dealer Licence No. 14075

For Sale

RTA (NSW)
Learner Rider / Provisional Rider
Full Rider
Visit - www.myrta.com.au
+ St. JOHN Ambulance +
First Aid - Courses Run Weekly
Lismore - Bookings - 1300 360 455
Group Discounts Apply

SWAG - As NEW, Waterproof, Fly Net
50mm Mattress, Stays, Hooks, Ropes
BOOTS - 2 Pairs (Size 43, 9 & 1/2)
Leather Pants - Brand New (Size 34)
CORBIN SEAT - Suit 08/09 Hayabusa
(Still in Wrapper)
HELMETS x 2 AGV & KBC (Size M58)
Ph: Ed - 0414 666 825

Quality Boots, Repairs
Leather Restoration
Bangalow - Ph: 02 6687 2255

Events
January 9th - Saturday
HAMBURGER RUN
Ulysses NR Branch
ALL WELCOME
Ph: Ron - 02 6622 5669 Mon-Fri
October 16th - Saturday
BIKES THRU A BAR
DRAKE HOTEL
ALL WELCOME EVENT
Enquiries: Desley - 02 6737 6757
December 5th - Sunday
2010 CHRISTMAS TOY RUN
2LM/ZZZ - Ulysses NR Branch
ALL WELCOME
Ph: Ron - 02 6622 5669 Mon-Fri
To Be Announced
NEXT ISSUE

List Your Event Here FREE

FIND OUT HOW - Ph: 6624 7888

MADMODZ
Custom Fabrication & Welding
Aluminium & Stainless Specialist
DAN: 0418 499 321

If you would like to advertise YOUR Products & Services in

northernrider.com.au
Phone +612 6624 7888 or email classifieds@northernrider.com.au

EFFECTIVE QUARTERLY ADVERTISING
AT VERY AFFORDABLE RATES
We Support Those Who Support Us… Community Events, Open Runs & Fundraisers Listed FREE
You can supply your own artwork or we can help if you like for a small fee...

Deadline for Next Issue - 5:00pm Friday 5th MARCH 2010
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Bikes In The Bar?
There’s a tiny little village with a big
heart situated approx. 2 hours West of
Byron Bay on the Bruxner Highway.
Smack, bang in the middle of the village
is the Drake Hotel Motel and smack bang
in the middle of it, is a collection of very
real and some rare motorcycles on display in the bar. Yes, you did read it right!
Accompanying these is an extensive
collection of other exciting memorabilia.
How did all this get here?
The current owner’s Bob & Desley Kane
purchased the Hotel for a sea change 7
years ago. They wanted a place for people
to be able to relax and strike up an easy
conversation. They also wanted to create a
place people could talk about. They needed
some props. This presented Bob with a
really excellent venue to display some of
the many things he has collected over the
years.
Many years having participated in a variety
of motorsports. There wouldn’t be too many
who could claim to have raced the mighty
Holden HT Monaro GT 350 against the
likes of Allan Moffat, Norm Beechey, Ian
Geoghan to name but a few. Bob can make
this claim as he raced Production Series in
the late 60’s, early 70’s. This was in the day
where you could drive your ‘race car’ to the
track. Check out the licence plate and rego
sticker on Bob’s Monaro pictured below.
They were cars that were your daily drivers.
Ford factory teams were the only teams to
transport their cars to the track. Bob shakes
his head in disbelief and wonder when he

looks at the expense and sophistication
involved in today's racing compared with
those of an age past. Bob is quick to point
out that racing back then was very sociable,
accessible and great fun if you could afford
it. Raising a young family soon put a stop to
this passion and hobby, although over the
next 15 years, Bob participated regularly in
Hill Climb events and ‘mucking’ around on
trail bikes on the weekends with mates for
fun. Bob is very proud of his past participation and involvement in what was a very
colourful time in Australian Motorsport. He
loves to chat about it and whatever your
passion, be they 2 wheels or 4, you can be
guaranteed of a great conversation. When
asked to provide the venue for the record
attempt for the Bikes Thru The Bar 2009,
both Bob and Desley thought it would be a
great project to be involved with.
‘Bikes Thru The Bar 2009 was a great
event and a steep learning curve for us’,
says Desley. ‘The lessons learned will
help ensure future events will run a little
smoother - It’s a real adrenalin rush seeing
all the bikes in different shapes and sizes
file down thru the bar. The sound, vibration,
colour and watching all people of all different shapes, sizes and rides getting along
together, talking excitedly and sharing a
unique experience’. The other main factor
why Desley wants to be involved is the
opportunity to raise funds for worthwhile
causes such as the Jane McGrath Foundation and our local Westpac Rescue Lifesaver Helicopter. ‘It’s a good feeling when it
all works. A great chance to give something
back’, she says. WATCH THIS SPACE!!!

Bob’s pride & joy (pick of the litter) is his
immaculately restored concourse condition
Honda CB 1100 R C. There’s also a couple
of Harleys in the collection with the Softail
covered in real gold plate. This motorcycle
was purchased from a very well known and
respected identity in the local motorcycling
community.

Your Hosts Desley & Bob Kane
Proud Sponsors of
DRAKE’S BIG DAY OUT 2009 - BIKES THRU A BAR 2009

Accommodation & Bike Lock-up - Sports Bar & Beer Garden
Excellent Food - Unique Atmosphere - Friendly Hosts
Open 7 Days per week - Bruxner Hwy, DRAKE, Northern NSW - Ph: 02 6737 6757
Email: rdkane@bigpond.com - www.drakehotelmotel.com.au

